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THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 
CASE NO. 17-1 
(Court Administration) 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 
NO. 17-04 
 

IN RE:   AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 
VIDEOCONFERENCING TECHNOLOGY 
FOR MEDICAL PERSONNEL IN BAKER 
ACT CASES AND SETTING LOCATION 
OF BAKER ACT AND INVOLUNTARY 
TREATMENT HEARINGS.  
_________________________________ 
 

WHEREAS, as illustrated in Exhibit A (attached), this Court’s involuntary 
placement docket under Chapter 394, Florida Statutes (The Baker Act), has increased 
from 2,168 cases in 2002 to 3,971 cases in 2016; yet this Circuit continues to have only 
one probate general magistrate to hear these and other mental health cases; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 394.467(6)(a)1, Florida Statutes, requires “[t]he court [to] 

hold the hearing on involuntary inpatient placement within 5 court working days, unless 
a continuance is granted”; and  
 

WHEREAS, Section 394.467(6)(a)2, Florida Statutes, states, in pertinent part, 
that, “[e]xcept for good cause documented in the court file, the hearing must be held in 
the county or the facility, as appropriate, where the patient is located, must be as 
convenient to the patient as is consistent with orderly procedure, and shall be 
conducted in physical settings not likely to be injurious to the patient’s condition”; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 916.107(3)(a)3, Florida Statutes, states, in pertinent part, 

that an involuntary treatment “hearing shall be as convenient to the client as may be 
consistent with orderly procedure and shall be conducted in physical settings not likely 
to be injurious to the client’s condition”; and 

 
WHEREAS, as noted in the “Consumer and Family Resource Manual” of the 

South Florida Behavioral Health Network, Inc., and Florida’s Department of Children 
and Families (available at: http://sfbhn.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Consumer-
Family-Resource-Manual-English.pdf), Miami-Dade County has seventeen designated 
Baker Act receiving facilities located between Aventura and Homestead; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2007 (available at: https://www.miamisao.com/publications /grand 

_jury/2000s/gj2007f.pdf) and 2009 (available at: https://www.miamisao.com/publications 
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/grand_jury/2000s/gj2009s.pdf), the Final Reports of the Miami-Dade County Grand 
Jury recommended this Court consider using videoconferencing technology to conduct 
Baker Act hearings, especially to receive testimony of distant witnesses; and 

 
WHEREAS, since 2014 and with the consent of all parties involved pursuant to 

Florida Judicial Administration Rule 2.530, this Circuit has successfully operated a pilot 
program in which participating medical personnel can testify at Baker Act hearings via 
videoconferencing technology, which only involves witnesses appearing remotely; and 

 
WHEREAS, in Doe v. State, SC16-1852 (May 11, 2017), the Florida Supreme 

Court stated that “[s]hould courts wish to implement and utilize new technology, then, at 
the very least, policies and procedures for such use should be adopted through a formal 
administrative order, subject to certiorari review in the appellate courts”; and  

 
WHEREAS, in an effort to conserve both judicial and medical resources and 

promote an efficient determination of mental health actions, it has been determined the 
aforementioned pilot program should continue. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in me as Chief Judge of 

the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, under Rule 2.215, Florida Rules of Judicial 
Administration, it is hereby ORDERED the following procedures shall be in place: 
 

1. All Baker Act hearings will be heard at Jackson Behavioral Health Hospital, a 
facility within this county.  See § 394.467(a) 2, Fla. Statutes.   
 

2. All involuntary treatment hearings under Chapter 916, Florida Statutes, shall be 
held at the Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building.   

 
3. Medical professionals currently permitted to testify at Baker Act hearings through 

videoconferencing technology shall continue to utilize this Circuit’s pilot program.  
The appropriate administrative judge(s) shall review the participation rates of 
these professionals and meet, as needed, with all relevant parties to determine if 
any changes to this program should be made.   

 
This Administrative Order shall become effective immediately upon execution and 

shall remain in effect until further order of the Court. 
 

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida, on the 30th 
of June, 2017. 
 
 

 
BERTILA SOTO, CHIEF JUDGE 
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA 
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Exhibit A 

 


