THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 15-1
(Court Administration)

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

NO. 15-03
IN RE:   AUTHORIZING THE SELF-HELP PROGRAM TO ESTABLISH AND IMPLEMENT CRITERIA FOR A COST SCHEDULE FOR FAMILY COURT SELF-HELP FORMS PACKET FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
_______________________________

WHEREAS, pursuant to Rule 12.750, Family Law Rules, it was established that in order to assist self-represented litigants to achieve fair and efficient resolution of their family law case, self-help personnel may provide certain services to such litigants; and

WHEREAS, Rule 12.750 further provided that self-help programs may require self-represented litigants to pay the cost of services provided for thereunder; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Administrative Order No. 08-09, it was determined that Sixty-five Dollars ($65.00) was established as the amount to be charged for the Circuit’s Forms Packet and Forms, along with the provision of quality services by the Circuit’s Self-Help Program personnel; and

WHEREAS, AO 08-09 also provided that the charges for indigents were to be substantially reduced or waived; and

WHEREAS, it has also been determined that other self-represented parties, while not necessarily indigent, given their financial circumstances, should also be eligible for reduced or waived charges; and

 
WHEREAS, in order to determine the amount of charges, if any, to be paid by all self-represented parties, it has been recommended that the Circuit establish criteria for the Self-Help Program personnel to make such determination; and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding such criteria and its utilization by the Self-Help Program personnel to determination charges, it is further recommended that a party may still submit an Affidavit Requesting Waiver of Cost of the Family Court Self-Help Packet for consideration by the presiding judge in the matter;
NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in me as Chief Judge of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, under Rule 2.215, Florida Rules of Judicial Administration, it is hereby ORDERED:
1. The Self Help Program shall establish and implement criteria to be utilized by the Self-Help Program personnel to determine the amount of charges, if any, to be paid by all self-represented parties for the Family Court Self-Help Packet in the Eleventh Judicial Circuit, as may be modified from time to time.
2. Notwithstanding such determination, a self-represented party may still submit an Affidavit Requesting Waiver of Cost of the Family Court Self-Help Packet for consideration by the presiding judge in the matter.

This Administrative Order shall become effective immediately upon execution, and shall remain in effect until further order of the Court.
DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida, this 20th day of March, 2015.

BERTILA SOTO, CHIEF JUDGE
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