
No. AOSCO3-45

IN RE:

ADMTN1~TRATTVEORDRR



Probate, and Domestic Violence (Criminal and Civil) Divisions located in the Dade

County Courthouse and The Lawson E. Thomas Counhouse Center beginning

Thursday~ November 20,2003, through Friday, November 21.2003; and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the suspension of such court operations in the

Dade County Counhouse and the Lawson E. Thomas Courthouse Center, the Chief

has directed coun personnel in those facilities to serve in the other fully

operational coun facilities in the Circuit to handle coun maners wherever feasible:

and

WHEREAS. this suspension of court operati ons may temporarily impede the

ability ofanorneys, litigants, witnessestjurofS, and others in the perfonnance of their

duties and obligations with respect tO many legal processes throughout the State of

Florida; and there exists an hmnediate need to anticipate the problems arising from

such circumstances; and

WHEREAS, should the Chief Judge become aware of other circumstances that

may arise that may necessitate suspending other coun operations and tolljng statutoIY

deadlines in addition to those hereinafter set forth in this Administtative Order, the

Chief Judge will so advise this CoUl1 in order to appropriately respond to those

CircuInStances;

THEREFORE, pursuant to the administrati ve authority conferred upon me by
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article V) section 2 of the Florida ConstitUtion and Florida Rule of Judicial

Administration 2.030(a)(2)(B)(iv)~

IT IS ORDERED that:

1 In Miami-Dade County. cOUrT operations in the Circuit Civil, County

Civil, Family, Probate and Domestic Violence (Criminal and Civil) Divisions located

in the Dade County Counhouse and the Lawson E. Thomas Courthouse Center will

be suspended beginning Thursday, November 20,2003, tlu-ough Friday) November

21,2003.

2. In Miami-Dade County 2 all rime limits authorized by rule and statUte

affecting the speedy trial procedure in criminal and juvenile proceedings are tolled

beginning Monday, November .7,2003, through Wednesday~ November 26,2003

3. In Miami-Dade CoUI1ty, all time limits as set fotth in Chapters 741 and

784 of the Florida Statutes for hearing Domestic Violence Final Injunctions are tolled

beginning Monday~ November 17~ 2003, through Wednesday, November 26,2003

4. In Miami-Dade County. foreclosure sales scheduled for November 19.

20. and 21720037 are tolled.

5 fu Miami-Dade County, deadlines for Baker Act hearings during the

period November 7 rhrough 21,2003, are tolled.
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In Miami-Dacle County, appellate time limitations for the period during6.

Monday. November 17, 2003~ through Friday) November 21.2003, are tolled.

7. This Coun recognizes that there may be instances where. because of this

suspension, these and other time limits in Miami-Dade County could not be met even

after taking into consideration the rolling periods stated above. If such a claim is

made. it shall be resolved by the court wherein jurisdiction lies on a case-by-case

basis where a party demonsU"ates that the lack of compliance with requ.isite time

periods was directly atnibutable to this sitUation.

8. The Coun likewise recognizes that cases outside Miami-Dade County may

also be affected by this sitUation. Consequently, the Tolling of time periods in cases

outside of Miami-Dade County shall be permitted only where a pany demonstrates

that the lack of compliance with requisite time periods was directly atttibutable to this

situation-

DONE AND ORDERED at Tallahassee, Florida, on November 13,2003.

chif~~£~ -

ATTEST= ('I

8~ 0JJ.:.0L l.:.a. "'-14 ..Q ~~-

Ct1ief Deputy Clerk y

Thomas D. Hall, Clerk of Court


